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I believe that War Minister .RiifI was one of the 
persons who were most seriously worried about the 
Menchurian Incident. Because of this worry, he had 
made a firm determination to settls it, which finally 
led to the Tangku Agreement, No sooner had the Agreement 
buen signed than he strove to settle the overall 
situation of Jepan by adjusting forsign as well as 
domestic affairs, 

He often told me in those dcys thot he wes devoting 
his effort toward letting the people live up to the 
originul teactings of Japan, unhonecing by so doing the 
virtue of benevolence of His le josty the Emperor anong 
the people, and externally, toward improving eggravited 
internationel relations by reclizing the elreacy eavocated 
Internationel Peace Conference, 

Tho natives’ wishes for the Independence of 
Menchukuo were ardunt, when I was appointed the 
Vico-Chief of the Gunerel Staff. The General Staff 
did not on principle intvrfere with it cs it wes & 
political probicn. iinister of Wer RAI assumed 
the most prudent ¢ttituds toward it. He was in 
accordence with the decision of the Government bascd on 
the opinion of the Forcign Office and the real situation. 
During this time the General Steff was devoting itsclf 
to security of peace and order thore. 

The opinion of ‘ar iMinister ARI toward the League 
of Nations was quite cleer, He fuily expleined his 
opinion at the cabinet meeting end induced the meeting to 
the decision that Jepen would not withdraw from the Leaguc. 

I was under the impression that the ‘fer llinister 
had been prepered with en opinion with which he hoped 
to persuade the League of Nation, It elso svemed to me 
thet the War iinister hed had a fir: belief of getting 
the complete understanding of powers ever Jepan's position 
if once restoration of lew and order in imnchurie were 
atteined which he thought above everything vlse,. 

War Minister iR.iI stre8sed importance on quality 
than on quantity of troops from the viewpoint of armament. 
He endecvoured to rucover the ariuinment which hed fallen 
behind since World Wer I up to that of other Powers 
at the time of the Wer. He hed his own ideal on 
national defence, which was ell based on morality. 

He was particularly concerned in promoting the character 
and more l stendsrd of the commissioned officers. 

Wer llinister J.RAKI also exerted to calm the mind 
of young officers who, indignant «t the current situation, 
hed ealruady crused considernblu troubles. He did his 
best to develope the iumculete spirit of those officers 
without being distorted so thet they may devote their 
unshettered attention to their duty. While devoting his 
whole hearted attention for this purpose, he clso let 
his subordinetes spcre no tine in tenchine end guiding 
the younger officers, and so they bosen #9 Shot the 
sign of composure in due course, Ch ecension of 
May 15th Incident, it turned out thes re anny conalsaioned 
officer participated in it. 
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